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With their fd PROPOSAL Subjoind. 

Hen in the Reign of King Charles II. the Trade to Hfrita was, by reaſon 

of the late Durch War, Cc. in moſt imminent danger of being irregoverably 
4 ' loſt te this Nation ; the only Method then thought proper and expedient, 
f. for recovering and improving the Trade, to a National Security and Ad- 
yarſtage, was that an Excluſive Charter, with ſuitable Privileges, ſhould be given to all 
fuch Perſons indefinitely as would contribute towards the raiſing a new Joiat-Stock; 
for the aforeſaid End; and thereupon a conſiderable number of Adventurers, of ſe- 
veral Ranks and Qualities, having, by Subſcription, raiſed a ſuitable Joint-Stock ; 
the King, in the Year 1672, granted them his Royal Charter accordingly, by the Nama 
of the Rojal-African-Company of England, | 


While the Company had the Privileges of their Charter ſupported, by the Counte- 
nance and Protection of the Government, tbey carried on the Trade with very great and 
extraordinary Succeſs ; the Briziſþ Intereſt on the Coaſt of Africa was very conliderably 
improved; their Forts and Settlements increaſed and maintained; the making of dia 
vers ſorts of new Manufactures here ia Eng/and encouraged, by a conſtant yearly Ex- 
portation of great Quantities rheresf ; the Plamatioos plentifully ſupplied with Nez 
Fro at very moderate Rates; beſides great returns of Gold and other valuable Goody 

mported; vaſt Nambers of Hands comfortably imployed, both at Home and A+ 
broad; and in ſhort, the whole Trade was then carried on and improved, in a 
the Branches thereof, by ſuch an uniform and orderly Management, as produced mus 
rual Benefit and Satisfaction to the Nation, the Plantations, and all Parties eoncern'd. 


- 


But ſome Interlopers becoming eavious of the Company's Succeſs, aſſumed a licens 7 
ious Liberty of bfeaking in upon the Company's Privileges, by trading to Africa, eu 
ſince the Revolution; without any manner of Reſtraint or Controul; And others by thei x 
Example followed the ſame Courſe, and pretended to juſtiſie ſuch their Procredings, BGB F 
alledging, that no regard ought to be had to the Company's Charter, ſince it was not 
confirmed by ct of Parliament. 135 p 21:2 "og Tran 
la theYear 1697. the Company finding themſelves thus very much aggtieved; and theif /* 
Trade diſcourag'd and brought into diſorder, applied to the Parliament by Petition; yet; 
by the clagiorous Importunities and bold (tho? groundleſs) Aſſertions of the 1 1 
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(2) 

the Parliament was then prevailed upon (for an Experiment) to grant a Permiſſion to 
all her Majeſty's Subjects indiſtinctly, as well as the Company, to Trade to and from Af 
rica, for the ſpace of 13 Years; they paying to the Company a Duty of 10 per Cent. up- 
r CE | N — 7 

The Company being willing to give all mannet of Satisfaction to tlie Parliament and 
the Nation, thought fit to wave, in ſome part, the Privileges of their Charter, by ac- 
quieſcing to that Method, for a Trial; but, by their Dear- bought Experience, have found 
Go ſame attended with very many miſchieyous and pernicious Conſequences ; whereof 


the following Inconveninces are ſome Inſtances: 

1. Ships that belong to Traders of different Intereſts, coming to Trade and purehaſe 
Negroes at the ſam Places, is the chiefoccafion of the Natives intollerahle advance in their 
Prices, and their depretiafing our Goods, to the'inexpreſible Detriment of not only the 
Company, but alſo of the generallity of the Separate Traders themſelves; and tends only 
to the Advantage of the Natives in Guinea, who, by means thereof, do turn the ſlavery 


upon us. ” er? "7 7-1 +4 3 
= Theſe interfering Intereſts are the unavoidable Occaſion of long and tedious Voyages, 
for want of that regular and quick diſpatch on the Coaſt of Guinea, that the Nature of 


Trade, and ua h˙Ueſomaneſs of the Climate does neceſſarily require. 
z. The want of timely diſpatch on the Coaſt, commonly produces a great Conſumption 
and ſcarcity of Ship-Proviſions, a lamentable Mortality not only among the Officers 
and Sailers, but even ſuch Negroes too as they have purchaſed ; and that gives a farther 
opportunity to the Natives, to impoſe extravagant prices on ſuch other Negroes as the 
Traders want, to make up their reſpective Complements ; yea, and oblige them to take 
ſeveral infirm and inſufficient Slaves in that number ; and ſuch long ſtay of Ships on the 
Coaſt, is likewiſe attended with .their being in ſo much danger of falling into the Hands 
of the Enemy. 1 | 

4. By reaſon of the aforefaid Diſadvantages, the Bz:tiſþ Plantations in America, are not 
duly ſupplied with ſufficieat Numbers of Negroes ; and even thoſe Imported thither are 
ſold at about the double, and ſometimes treble the Price that the Company ſold them for, 
before this Confuſion in tlie Trade; which is ſuch a maniteſt detriment to the Plautation- 
Trade. That the miſchievous Conſequences thereof are, of Courſe, diffuſed thro? the 
whole Circle of the Britiſh Trade in general. nh ieee 

5. By this Confuſion in the Trade, the Factors and Agents of Foreign Nations, who 

have Settlements in Gaines, and the Natives in Alliance with them, are not anly incoura- 
ged to impoſe continual great hardſhips on the Company's Settlements, but are daily taking 
tuch Meaſures as they think may ſtill, more and more, perplex and divide the Britiſb In- 
tereit, both at Home and Abroad; as hoping, by ſuch Means, to find an Opportunity 
of gaining the poſſeſſion of the whole Coaſt to themſelves at laſt. "IK 
6. The Campany being thus, upon their own and the Nation's Account, oblig'd ſtiſt 
to defend, ſupport and maintain the Britiſb Intereſt and Trade on the Coaſt, as much às 
they could, from theſe and a multitude of other Conſequential Difficulties ; and finding, 
it the fame time, their Stock daily declining, by means of the Premiſſes, they found 
themſelves forced, of courſe, to be at a much greater Expence, than their Trade (while 
labouring under ſuch heavy Circumſtances) could poſſibly bear; but hoping for a pro- 
per and ſuitable Relief, ſome time or other, they were induced to call in Money, at 
undry times, from the ſeveral Adventurers, concerned in their Jpint-Stock, and to 
borrow farther great Sums of Money, on the Credit of their Common Seal, for the a- 
foreſaid Purpoſes. Lo] N vil 
7. The clamorous (tho? groundleſs) Aſperſions induſtriouſly raiſed by the Separate 
Traders againſt the Company, upon account of the aforeſaid Debts, which they neceſ- 
farily contracted, and of the great Loſſes which they ſuſtained by Captures and. other- 
ways, in a long 20 Years War, has been made a handle of, for hindering them from 
obtaining @ Parliamentary Eſtabliſhment to this hour; thereby converting their Mis- 
fortunes and Diſappointments into Crimes. Fs 1 
8. By continuing the Trade open, on the foot of any ſuch precarious Conſtitution, 
ſuch of the Company's Servants as were any ways inclined to be treacherous or unfaith- 
ul to their Maſters, have taken the opportunity of ſending off the Company's Effects, 
by private Traders Ships Clandeſtinely, and converting the ſame totheir own uſes; and 
then ſuch" Servants, to avoid being called to an Account for ſuch their unaccountable 
Embezlements, are commonly entertain'd by the Separate Traders, and brought in as 
Knights of the Poſt, to avouch the moſt ſcandalous and manifeſt Falſhoods, that ean be 
invented againſt the Company, to obſtruct their being Eſtabliſhed, as aforeſaid. 
However, ſince the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, the Managers of the Company (by 
expoſing all their Books and Proceedings, together with the preſent State of both their 
tek and dead Stock, at ſeveral General Meetings and Committees of the Adveatu- 
flets and Creditors, both joiotly and ſeparately) have fo far convinced all Parties con- 
cerned, of the Fairneſs and Equality of their Actings, in every Reſpect anne 
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(3) ns 
that four Fifth Parts-of their ſaid Creditors, have already ſubſcribed to an Agreement. 
by which the Company will be entirely freed, and diſcharged from their whole Debts, 
and then want nothing bur ſuitable Encouragemeat from the Parliament for enabling 
them to proſecute, and carry on their Trade with Vigour, to a publick and national 

& | i Bike | 

The omitting or delaying any longer to ſettle the Trade to Africa, upon a more fixt, 
ſubſtantial and uniform Eſtabliſhment, muſt, of Courſe, be unavoidably attended with the 
following fatal Conſequences. | Kee 
iff. The irrecoverable Loſs of ſeveral Hundred Thouſands of Pounds which the Com- 
pany have, from firſt to laſt, expended in the Purchaſing, Building, Maintaining and 

Repairing their Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt, and in ſupporting the Trade, un- 
der the Preſſure of the aforeſaid Difficulties, during a heavy War of 20 Years. 
ad. The Ruin and Detriment which that Loſs will praduce to great Numbers of 
. who are intereſted in the Stock and Credit of the Company ; beſide the Loſs 

at will be ſuſtained by innumerable other Families, who had a Dependance on being 
imploy'd by the Company. | 8 o 
34. The Company's Forts and Settlements, for want of timely Repairs, will then, of 
Courſe, fall to the Ground, or (which is worſe) into the Hands of other Nations, who 
will then claim a Right to the Trade of the whole Coaſt; and thereby give ſuch Laws 
to. the Natives and Trade in General, as they'l think moſt ſuitable to their own In- 
exreft. © So. chat being che ſole Arbiters of the Trade and Sellers of Negroes, will put 
uch Prices on them as muſt terminate in the ruine of all the Britiſb Plantations and 

dllonies in America; without being accountable to the Parliament of Great-Britian, for 
r a | 


— : 


To prevent all theſe unhappy Conſequences, and to the End that the Trade may be Eſta- 

bliſh'd, ſo as to be preſerved, carried on and improved, to the Honour and Gene- 

ul Advantage of Grea- Britian, and the Plantations and Collonies thereunto belonging, 

as well as to che Particular Intereſt of all the Adventurers cencern'd The Company have 
bumbly. offered the-following 
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I. * faid Company de moſt humbly conceive ſince, in Concurrence with their Ex- 
. + perience, FORTS and Settlements, are agreed to be abſolutely neceſſary, for preſer- 
ving and improving that Trade, That the moſt effeftual and certain Method, for carryi 
dona that Trade, for r ſaid Forts and Settlements, for receiving Grants; and 
making Agreements with t Natives, for Furniſhing the Plantations with ſufficient 
Supplies of Negroes at moderate Prices; for giving a neceſſary Credit to the Planters, 
and Contracting for the Aſſiento, or with the Porrugueze, can only be effected- by à 
Company with a ſufficient Joint Stock. At i 
II. That the ſaid Company be obliged to export annvally for the Coaſt of Africa, 
in Manufactures and other Merchandizes, to the amount of One Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds Sterling or upwards. And if it ſhall at any time appear by Application to 


her Majeſty in Council, that greater Numbers of Negroes are required to be ſent to 
the Plantations ; the faid Company may be ſubje& to the Direction of her Majeſty 


in Council, to export Annually, ſuch further value in Goods and Merchandize as 
ſhall be judged Neceſſary, gs 1 

III. That the ſaid Company be likewiſe ſubject to ſuch further Orders and Directi- 
ons of her Majeſty in Council, as ſhall be found Neceſſary to be given in Relation to 
the Price and Numbers of Negroes, to be delivered by the ſaid Company, in her Ma- 
W Plantations and Collonies in America. 


he ſaid Royal African- Company beg lea ve further moſt humbly to repreſeut, that by 
Charter from King Charles the II. they are incorporated, and have the Coaſt of Africa, 
and the Trade thereunto granted to them: upon the Foot of which Charter, for many 
Years Succeſively, whilſt they had little or. no Interruption, they were in as Flouriſh» 
ing Circumſtances, as any Company in Europe, in Proportion to their Original Stock; 
and, in Purſuance of the {aid Grant, they have DN and erected ſeveral Forts and 
Settlements on the ſaid Coaſt, and obtained ſeyeral Privileges and Immunities, by 
Grants and Agreements, from and with the Princes of that Country. bag tht pr: 
And as a Means the better to enable them again to reap the Benefit, that may ariſe 
from the Premiſſes, and to be in a Condition to anſwer the Ends propoſed by the fore- 
mentioned Joint-Stock, they are in Concert with by much the greateſt part of their 
Creditors, endeavouring to put themſelves in ſuch Circumſtances, as they apprehend 
will effectually carry on and improve that Trade, in every Branch thereof; having the 
Aſſiſtance of this Honourable Houſe, in n further Privileges as are Necrt. . 
ſary to that End. But if it ſhall be agreeable to the Wiſdom of this Honourable Houle, 
that the Stock for carrying on the ſaid Trade, ought to be enlarged; the ſaid Company 
are very willing to ſubmit thereunto. 3 
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